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STAN LEE PRESENTS - 


Edited and Adapted by ARCHIE GOODWIN 
Illustrated by WALT SIMONSON and KLAUS JANSON 
Colored by MARIE SEVERIN Lettered by GASPAR SALADINO 
Production Managers JOHN VERPOORTEN and LEN GROW 
Cover Painting by BOB LARKIN Mechanicals by NORA MACLIN 


The Official Comics adaptation of 
A COLUMBIA/EMI Presentation 


CLOSE ENCOUNTERS 


OF THE THIRD KIND 


A PHILUPS Production A STEVEN SPIELBERG Film 
Starring RICHARD DREYFUSS also starring TERI GARR 
and MELINDA DILLON with FRANCOIS TRUFFAUT as Lacombe 
7—~ Music by JOHN WILLIAMS Visual Effects by DOUGLAS TRUMBULL 
X Cm Director of Photography VILMOS ZSIGMOND, fi. S.C. 
| “2 Produced by JULIA PHILLIPS and MICHAEL PHILLIPS 





THE TEAM IS PREDOMINANTLY 
AMERICAN, SOMEWHAT | 

MILITARILY (МЕ ШЕМСЕР. 

ONE MAN /5 NEITHER . 


THE ODJECT!ION OF SOME, 
TO THE ዳም” OF МАМУ. 






LACOMBE / 
OVER 
HERE... / 








HE /5 А KEYMEMBER...OVER 








rx E 
ат 


ር መሙ 


МУ SPANISH 15 RUSTY... 
BUT THIS SEEMS TO ВЕ 
THE CLD MAN WHO 
CLAIMS TO HAVE 
SEEN IT ALL ,/ 





























WHATEVER HAPPENED, 
НЕ COLLECTED QUITE 
A SLINBLIRN / p 


መም መመ 
Ea 






ITO HELP IF МЕ 
HAD A TRANSL ATOR / 
HOW'D ANYTHING 
=> OBVIOUS GET 

FOULED ЦР Z 








| LETS 
HOPE THAT 
CARTO- 
GRAPHER, 
LAUGHLIN, 
CAN FILL 





THEN, INA HALTING 
CONVERSATION OF 
SPANISH, ENGLISH, 
AND FRENCH, 
QUESTIONS 


ማመድ ዳጩፌኗ ፎሪ... 


HOW DID 

THEY GET 
HERE, 
GRAND- 
FATHER... 
THESE 

MACHINES 7 





ም әй Е ї | 2 е: | መመመ መም መ መ መ E. x = БЕС መ መ” E a 
መ е መ ሠ መ 
+ መም „= کے سے کے‎ መ መ” и " “ШТ” еті 
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MEXICO. THE SONORA DESERT. A NORTHERN WIND SENDS SAND 
STINGING AND WHIRLING OVER THE LANOSCAPE, BATTLING CFF 
THE FLUGELAGES OF SIX GRUMMAN тес AVENGERS, NAVY TOR- 
PEDO BOMBERS, CIRCA 1945... 


= መ ረመ. መ 


=“ | OUT OF THE NORTH WITH THE WIND COMES А SMALL 
CARAVAN оғ VEHICLES CARRYING MEMBERS OF A ЗА 
VERY SELECT SCIENTIFIC STUDY TEAM, MANY OF ጋው = 
WHOM WERE NOT BORN WHEN THESE PLANES FIRST 225727 
TOOK FLIGHT. ጋም a 


= መመ — = 































: | 
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= = 
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m 
= 











SS | LORD/IT /5 ነ 
— === ا“‎ THEM... ITS 





A NEW SOUND RISES ABOVE THE WIND, THE SOUND 
OF [8202 HORSEPOWER, WRIGHT CYCLONE 


THEY SEEM \ 22 ENGINES THROBBING SMOOTHLY, EFFORTLESSLY 
IN PERFECT INTO LIFE... : = 
SHADE... АМО — 


j 
| 
| 


| 


NOTHING'S 
MISSING. 
FLIGHT PLANS, | 
PERSONAL 
PAPERS... 
ALL THERE. 


መመ ሥ t > p 
25 Р 


> 








4 
h 


Vee 

УЛ | JUST AS THEY ML/ST 
ШІ. HAVE SOUNDED OVER | 
И РВ | THIRTY YEARS AGO 

ІШІ, WHEN THESE Six 
PLANES TOOK OFF 

ЕАСИ A BASE /N 
FLORIDA..- 





CONTROL, THIS /5 
AIREAST ЗУ, YOU HAVE 
ANY TRAFFIC FOR ረረ... 7, 


Ху 


LET ME CHECK | NEGAT/VE. 
THE BROALD- THE BRIGHTEST 
BAND, AIREAST. | LIGHTS I'VE 

CAN YOU TELL / PUER SEEN, 


AIRCRAFT 
TYPE? 





AIREAST, BREAK AGA. 


ABANDON FLIGHT LEVEL À 
350 / 


TIVA 577, DESCEND 
IMMEDIATELY TO 
LEVEL THREE ፦ 
ZEROC-ONE AND 
MAINTAIN /ፖ/ 


THEN THE A/RIWAVES 
VIBRATE WTH A | 
DEAFENING ROAR... | 





NEGAT МЕ, AIREAST. 
NEAREST WE HAVE 
IS TWA 5/7, SIX 


OCLOCK, FIFTEEN 4 


MILES. 


HAS 


WHATEVER. 
THAT WAS... 
/ፖ JUST 


= 


| / ROGER, AIREAST. 
- EITHER ፎዶ You 2 
WANT TO FILE A 
REPORT ON N THIS 





ጠት не 


WE GOT SOME- ሪ 
THING, CONTROL. 
TWO O'CLOCK, ; 
FIVE MILES... BLUT. 
DESCENDING 


GOT (7, AIR 


BUT... ІТ SHOULDN'T | ULTRA-BRIG 





EAST 31. AFFIRMATIVE, CONTROL, 
HT AND : 


ሪድ THERE. COMING CN ያ የአው 


TWA 5/7, 


| ING PLANES. መጨ 





LONG MOMENTS THERE /© 
SILENCE FROM THE TWO ADPROACH- | 
“урж, Шы... NEGA TIVE, | 

EL AIR CONTROL = 


– = у | 
МОШЕ ONT 
KNOW 
WHAT 
KIND 
TO FILE / 





Sei tee лыс = M | „МЕ /ሬ AWAKE TOA SYMPHONY ОС 
MUNCIE, INDIANA . | SUDOENLY... | FLICKERING LIGHTS AND GRINDING GEARS. 
GAO EM. FOUR YEAR | 7 IT STARTS WITH ONE SPACE WARRIOR ... 
OL? CARRY GUILER WT гээ 725 | BUT SWIFTLY SPREADS 72 EVERY BATTERY — 


HAS BEEN ASLEEP А ፪ | | OPERATED TOY IN THE ROOM.. 
FOR MALE AN мое... ы : и | і 


n EACH MAKING 775 OWN F 
SPECIAL MUSC n CALL- Б 
ING THE ӨСУ лэ МЕЕ 


GIGGLING, BARRY ANSWERS THE CALL. THINGS ARE HAPPENING IN 
THE REST OF THE HOUSE. FUNNY THINGS. DRAWING HIM HAPPILY ALONE 


ag 


--/5 Heuer and soft ረጋ” „„„ PICK THEIR 
_ Mr Үд i 77575 ибу-| | OWN TIME 
| | FOR CATCHING 
ИР. 


` РАЕРУ, `Š 
ANSWER 
ME / WHERE 


AT FIRST JILLIAN 
GLIILER IS GROGGY, 
SHE HAC ONLY IN — | 
TENDED ТО READ, — nee 
ee ne Е Tz HOUSE © SILENT, | 
THE STRAIN. 4 E BUT SOMEWHERE OUT- 
SINGLE PARENT — | EB S/DE... THERE I5 THE 
m LAUGHTER OF A 
5 CHILD AT PLAY. 





ШІ ҚК 
| ш 


YOU STOLE MY 
LUATA OL S 


N 
EZ Ем :| 


Жы $e са каға Se 
STARS aS Sie [di 











Y громт STEAL ANYTHING, TOBY. 
WHAT KIND OF ACCUSATION IS 
THAT TO MAKE AGAINST ል MAN-- 

















| I NEVER 
| STEAL 
| | YOLIR 
| STUFF / 
--WHO 15 | 
S/MULTANEOUSLY 
BUILDING A MOUNTAIN 
AND INSTRUCTING HIS 
OLDEST SON IN THE 
WONDERS OF 
MATHEMATICS 7 








፲ HATE MATH / 3 MATH 15 LIKE 

ALL THESE | | ША. | 2 LEARNING 
DUMB ጀይ Ф АР... ) № | ANEW < 

PROBLEMS... | 4) .› | ፣ -- ЗМ LANGUAGE... | 








WAND Т WONDER IF ITS 
а IN THIS 


IM еле ` 
CRAZY, ROY! 
YOU PROMISED 
те WEEKEND | 
| WE'P GO | 
SOME WHERE / 
NOW, тъ 
HALF OVER-- 


Bef HEY, " PINNOCH/O” IG PLAYING / I LOVE 
> THAT MOVIE... SO WILL THE KIDS. 


THE CARTOON 7 

THAT CRICKET ” шаг 
SINGING а" 
ABOUT WISH— (Ба ” 
ING ОМ А, / 


' DID I MENTION 
ABOUT MONSTRO L 
THE WHALE OR 

STROMBOL/ 


е -AND HERE 


| ҺАУ WE ARE AGAIN-- 

ЕГ ce SN WATCHING YOU 
BUILD YOUR OWN И M 

> LITTLE WORLD (97 

ЗАК IN THIS WORK- 


YOUR DECISION. WE CAN = 


PLAY GOLF-- WITH 
CROWDS, WAITING FOR. 


TURNS, AND SCORING / || 


HELLO, OH, 
Hl, IKE... 


| TOMORROW, WE'RE GOING TO 
DO SOMETHING ፲ WANT... 
EVEN IF IT’S ONLY SEEING 
M A Mowe. 


THIS HOUSE 15 
STARTING TO 


SUPFOCATE ME, 


OR, THERE 2. 
" PINNOCHIO™- 


/--ዘዕዘፕ во 
SEE 
VPINNOCHIO, # 
WHAT ል WORLD. 
WONDER IF I 
EVEN BELONG 
IN IT ANY- 





larsa sum H < 


йй 


ALL THAT. YOU'D 
BETTER TALK 


У WHAT, IKE 
I САМ Т RELAY 


TO HM / 


--THAT'LL HIT THE 
SUBLIRBS FAST. 


NEARY, WE'VE 
GOT A BIG 


u 
ኳር 

гү 
d 
did 
ቁ 
ካነ 
Q Q 
E 


BETTER GET OLR “^Ш 


TRANSFORMERS 


DRAIN ON THE 
PRIMARY 


ACT IN GEAR 
WALE Ye 
5772 GOT 


AT THE GILMORE 


SLUB- STATION - - 


VOLTAGE. 


/ 


THE LIGHT |! 


GONNA NEED 


YOLI AND EVERY 
OTHER WATER 
AND POWER 
EMPLO 


YEE 


TONIGHT. | 


SEE / І 
TOLD YOU 
HE STOLE MY 


LUMINOUS 


PAINT / 





THE CRYSTAL LAKE № 
AREA, NORTH OF 


MUNCIE. /O:45 РМ. 
ROY NEARY BRAKES 


TWO M/LES 

WORTH ,,, Г 

LOVE VANDALS | 
| WHO THINK 


2 тоха 
Те THAT KINDA 

| NIGHT, ROY. 

LOTS OF CRAZY 


STUFF GOING 
BiG. | Ом / | 
TO A STOP... 255 


ቻ 


HI, EARL ! 
IKE ORDERED 
ME CUT TO 
GET THINGS 

MOVING. 


| | 2 | 7 | " ጊላ p F 
HE GIVE YOU x | 


пару а у MAYBE ITS REALLY 


HALLOWEEN. АВ l 
"Ом GET | Е те : 
CREATIVE... | 


Í YEAH. IVE BEEN MCNITORING 
POLICE CALLS ON THE СВ 


2 VRRP = ANY UNIT. 4 | 
' TOLOWO HILLS VICINITY... 
” LADY COMPLAINING 2 ZATZ 
Авошт BRIGHT ФИТО а 
т LIGHTING. (OCS 
HOWLING 2 Как = 


WITH TWO 
MILES OF TRANS- 
MISSION LINES 

AA/SS/NG, 
WE ВЕ GONNA 
NEED SOME- 

THING MORE 
INSPIRATIONAL 

THAN THAT. 


If LIGHTING IN помо 7 
[T WAS FIRST ТО GO | 


P x \ apes CHECKING THAT СМИТ. 
== | | | 


E rkELL SUSPEND 
| YOUR TAIL FOR 


NOT IF I FIND A 

WORKING LINE 
HIS COMPUTERS 
DIDN'T PICK ЦР! 


I TAKE SIXTY-SIxX ` 
OVER TO SEVENTY, № 
RIGHT, EARL... 7 


НЫН рта 7 ме! 

YOU'LL WINE 
Хх, LP IN TERRIFIC 

У OO... / MAP. IT'S GOT 


EVERY THING-- 


BUT ROY NEARY IS ALREADY 
| юм HIS WAY. AND TWENTY 
MINUTES LATER... 


--ЕХСЕРТ 
WHERE Г 
АМ! 





LESSEE... I was | 
ON SIXTY-SIX | 
AND TURNED 


МО, IT WAS 
LEFT. YEAH! 
ч SO JF: I=- 


a 


ром'т CAMP BACK 
THERE / PULL СУМ | 
AROUND / 


OKAY. Г THINK 
ТУЕ GOT IT. 
Now-- 


|||| тыр 
| 


“а 
КМ ነነ ኒነፍ 










E . WHEN: 23 TIN Y ШМ VERSE THAT 
5 HIS TRUCK CAB Tue 

| SEA E/NGLY 8 "BRIGH ም.. AND 
asc INS TO > FLY APART: / 


THIS 165 TOLONO * 
POLICE UNIT ОН. 
OFFICERS REQUEST ( 

ASSISTANCE - - : 


| | В, ALL UNITS eel /7 Ө 
|| SUDDENLY, ROY NEARY'S FOOT ОЕК io nis ር 
| /5 ON THE GAS, BEING LOST 2 24 YP ሸመ SN | ик 
/5 FORGOTTEN... AS ARE ED ии S ል... Зли | тазар 
THE BLACKOUT AND HIS JOB. gU 22 š 
HE HAS хс гл СУ Г? | ሠ P. Oy MS „Ма Зо. GOD! т 
SOME THINS ere 2727 57 № uc: URS у TS KNOW 
ЕН ГА = Г P 2 | WHERE 
THAT /%/ 


|... VOW HE MUST 
| E/ND Сит WHAT. 


ELSEWHERE IN THE Ч GAR-REEE/ Y > РА А ARE YOU TRYING 
NIGHT, BARRY GLI/LER М FOR TERENS \ | 42722: ТО МАКЕ YOUR Y 
LAUGHS AND има... 19) | MOTHER CRAZY? Ж 
STILL ANSWERING THE ТЫЙ th КЕ : 9 
CALL TO PLAY. "M , ТШ | 


= 


мечт | 
TA = 
ча 
ВЭЭ 
| = 
AT 





EB A QUESTION RISES IN ni መ መመ 
CUL Efe = ase 26 


1 BUT THERE 
| /& МО TIME 

TO ASK 
17. # = 





AND BARELY TIME КЕ 
5 72 MOVE # So | 
| = = = —— O 








THANK бор!” 
NAMES ROY 
NEARY, I-- 










ЇЇ 


ЛЇ-2 ከ A መ= 
/ ይ... > Е 22 = 


S 


Жж; 










JEEZUS! ` 
15 EVERYONE 
OKAY ? 






KNEW I WAS TAKING 
| THAT TURN AAST, BUT THE 
LAST THING I ЕХРЕСТЕР 
WAS SOMEONE IN THE 
ROA | 


ቻቻ. 







“JILLIAN Ч ፡ 
сине. ЖА 


ызы 
| THIS е. Ww -3 











TOLD YOU 


HEY! THE WIND... f 4. 
IT WOULDN'T BE 


IT'S STARTING то 
ке... 






| L = ` መ JY i е. i 
THEN, ABOVE THE WIND, THERE /S ANOTHER SOUND... 





s. AS THUNDER BURSTS OVER. THE ISOLATED WILLS! 
IN FLIGHT, DANCING IN RECKLESS FORMATION 





1 Ч 8 

"i 

y y. 
ў 





ማጭ THEY САМ FLY 
RINGS AROUND THE 
MOON, BUT WE RE 
YEARS AHEAD OF 
‘EM ON THE 
HISHWAY / 












ZuL/AN-- LOOK OUT / 






т, THING ELSE! 


CE. THE THUNDER OF SHOOTING STARS 
DOWN AN ГМА ROAD / 
















HERE COMES SOME- с” 


А 








POLICE / TRYING TO CATCH тнем,,7 ВАЙ ፲ HEARD THEM 
= d 7) EARLIER Ом | 

d PS ПР МУ СВ / IF THERES 

EVEN А CHANCE... 


Dm 





IN MOMENTS, ROY NEARY 
HAS JOINED THE PURSUIT.. 





15 WILD, NON-STOP. OVER TURNAKE, THROUGH TOLL BOOTHS... 


Ic NN | 1,7 


FROM INDIANA Қ 
INTO ОМО... 


| ии WHERE ON ч 
A HAIRPIN 
РАМ... 





LEFT BEHIND: А 5,000 DOLLAR WRECK, 175 VERY LUCKY, LARGELY UNHARMED ORIVER ... 





TWO FELLOW 
OFFICERS, AND 
ONE EMPLOYEE 
OF MLINCIE'S 
ER DEPT. ... 


= 


| | HAS WITNESSED 
WI WONDERMENT... 


NEVER ጫመ” COME ОМ / YOU'VE BEEN 
MIND ПА AFTER МЕ TO TAKE YOU . 
THAT. OUT 





„AND, ALMOST DESPERATELY, WANTS 72 SHALE /T Í 


Ға 
RONNIE / A 
WAKE UP | 


ujj 


Ж; 

4 THE KIDS ARE IN THE WAGON 
1 ALREADY, СОМ YOU HAVE ТО 
SEE PONE THING WITH МЕ. 



























E" 
; THIS CAN'T 
BE HADPENING... 





NOT AT FOUR 
IN THE 
MORNING... “ТН | 5 WORTH IT, 
RONNIE,,. BEL/EVE МЕ! 





пре 7 THE DEPARTMENT'S 
а CAL AMD CALL- | 
— >” SEEN LING ፌሬ 


ING... THEY COL DAT FIND | 
TOW +» SOLAD ED Mal 
AND... 











Bur ONE HOLUR LATER, ОМ THE SILENT SUMMITT кру ITS KOOK 
ROY NEARY VISITED CARLIER... STUFF. NORMAL 
| = PEOPLE ОО МОТ 
SEE THEM. 


WELL, Z DID, HONEY. 
WHOOSHING ^». ROARING 
ALONG.../ SHAPED 
KIND’A... LIKE АМ ICE 
CREAM CONE. 
















WE io MET U-- cr 


E Pp 
/ 
4 "ов 










ss BELIEF 15 IN SHORT SUPPLY. ИДРИС о 


„HONEST: TO- GOD. 

RONNIE pm SAW | 

THEM... RIGHT 
HERE. 








BUT IF WE | DON'T YOU THINK 
JUST KEEP ፲ 44 TAKING THIS 
WAITING... | REALLY WELL 7 

IF THEY | | š 
JUST COME 

ሓረሯዳ/ላ/... 






OKAY, OKAY. IT DOES | 
SOUNP CUMB. | 













LIKE 
PINNOCHIO 
DOES TO 
THE KIDS. 














MMMW... SLIPPENLY 
IT ALL СС OMES 


І MEAN, МЕ 4ISED TO 
COME TO PLACES LIKE 
THIS TO LOOK АТ 
„ EACH OTHER. 





PLEASED, ROY BEGINS TO SHAVE. AND ENES 
THE P/ILE OF CREAMY LATHER .., 


И” 1 GOT A SUNBURN... 
mi ON ONE SIDE / IF 

ША 7447 ISN'T PROOF.. 
"ቅሬ! [~ 


гы, ФЕТ Т THE ላቭ 4 


TAKE CARE OF 
YOUR, FACE, 





ROY, L TOLGA 
LAST NIGHT | 
ENDED THIS. 
DON'T START | 


т TOLD HE N 
CHILDREN IT 

WAS ል JOKE, 
BUT IF УСиШ--1, 


X 






=> YOLI'RE 
FIRED ! 





THOUSANDS OF HINDUS GATHER ХХХ 
BEFORE THEIR LEADER INLOUD,| 7% 
JOYEUL PRAYER .., 


| | 1 м УП 
RU |. wr ا‎ i ነው E E 
Је E. T 
ыг in ACE ከ. 
1| 5 хү ғ да x ቡዙ ¿L W. и у | | а 1 | “መሙ ኒ. - 
4 та "Л, n d ы. : | е „г 
| ፪ ee ጨ um ін қ É га 
4 Л тыны 
SEA 46 - “4: Zr 


jj ЧЛТ = 1 н. 
л НА An Ё”: 8 уж 
^ 1 АА! е : = = ar Ly ғұ 
+ || | Ї хань! = = = 
1 = - 


i 


| THEIR PRAYER IS A MELODIC CHANT. | 
== FIVE HAUNTING NOTES SUNG 
| TOWARO THE HEAVENS... 





AND ONLY INCIDENTALLY 

TO THE MICROPHONES OF 
THE WESTERN SCIENTIFIC 
CREW IN THEIR MIDST, 


А л 


OUR THANKS, МУ FRIEND. ~ 
FOR BY YOUR SHARING 
OF THESE FIVE NOTES... 





















THE SADHU 
SAYS THE 
SKY ОРЕМЕС | 
UP AND SANG | 

TO THEM, | 0 
PROFESSOR!| 


1 THE Sky 
MAY SING TO 
“L/S AS WELL. / 






A CREW 

BEOLIGHT 
| HERE TO 
| LEARN THE | 
ORIGIN 
СЖ THIS 
STRIKING 
CHANT 











. SLING TO THE 
HEAVENS IN 
INDIA ... 


THE PROFESSOR AND CARTOGRAPWER-TURNED - 
TRANSLATOR LALIGHL/N, ALONG WITH THE REST 
OF THE PROTECT TEAM, BEGIN А VIGIL ..... 


JUST AS ОМ А 
CERTAIN 
INDIANA 

HILLSIDE... 


AND IT 

| DOESN'T 

| FEEL 
LIKE ITS 


SURE | / ГМ NOT LIKELY ТО 


NOW TRANSMITTED 
THERE BY RADIO-TELESCOPE 
WITH LACOMBE 5 RETURN 


GATHER 
72 DƏ THE 


~ гі 
Á - 
— 


FORGET ANYTHING ABOUT M | HOPING TO 


THE OTHER NIGHT. 


HEY / YOU'RE 
SLUNELIONED / 


TAN THE 


OTHER SIDE | 


TONIGHT / 


72 THE UNITED STATES. 


JILLIAN 


І ОТ THE ЗАМЕ 
THING... BUT MORE 
EVENLY DISTRIBUTED | 
MY WHOLE FACE AND 
NECK, БЕБЕ > 











BUSINESS HAS MY 
WIFE PRETTY | 







HE'S СИТЕ LINDER 
THE DIRT...! WHAT'S 
THAT HE'S MAKING... 7 


I'VE GOT “Ж ЇГ 






MAYBE IF IT НАР => I LIKE IT 
SOME LINES 


ALONG HERE... Aude %.. 









Ше REMIND ME OF | 
SOMETHING, E 
BUT - - ሥ < 






ACHLL GOES 
THROLIG H 
ROY NEARY. 
HIS EYES BURN, 
HIS BODY 
TREMELES... 


Вит HE HAS МО | 


M BETTER. THIS ZA 


NOTION IF IT (S 


П 
li 
мж ` 
"asas." 4 
መጪ а и Е 
в 
. ЖЭ i |. 
4 = 
E е EU. 
на CPU Ere 
me m 
ша 
= 
= 
2 
1 


7 OF FEAR.,.\ | 


| 
a 


| 
| 








WS 





... OR FASCINATION | 
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222 1 pda Pa] ኘ ГЕ i 
2, ae ДЕ 4 Tin a 


МЕ ONLY KNOWS HE HAS TO BE HERE, TO SEE... 


THEN THE ANSWER /5 Wi 
ММ UPON HIM AND &veev | 
1 OTHER SEEKER ON |" 
| THE HILLTOP... 


— 


) 


ም 4 
тама : 








BARRY! 

L DON'T 
WANT TO 
STIFLE 

ANY THING -- 





PUSK , THE FOLLOWING 
Dax. LOCUSTS DRONE 
AT THE APPROACH OF 
| МОНТ AS JILLIAN 









Tus: 

a 0 
— E E . 
= ү = B س‎ 


rum: M ч = == 


x Сү, | [ШИ № 
ROM THE HOUSE COMES №". 

HE SOUND OF А TOY 

"| XYLOPHON , ,, 


--Вит DO YOu 
HAVE TO KEEP 
PLAYING THOSE 
SAME FIVE NOTES 

OVER AND 

OVER 2 
፳፻ 







ч 







HOARSELY, SHE WHISPERS 
OTHER EXPLANATIONS TO 
AERSELE | 1 Он, ААХ 


ОЧ \ ። 





ІІ, тсе MOMENTS AGO 
| WAS CLEAR. THERE /S A 










` 


T 









፪፪ UNCONSCIOLISLY, PERHAPS 
| INSTINCTIVELY, JILLIAN 
LOCKS TO THE SKY... 









жет o ет 





















EXT | Ён = = d. 
LIGHTNING... X (1177 





Ян 
meri 






NET 


ШТП 





| M [ || | = SN 

SHE TRIES TO | 
== MOVE CALMLY, | 
"4 DELIBERATELY... | 
ND ТИ <= 






LOCKED... 
WINDOWS መ” 
LATCHED... j 


7 PLAY, 











ፍፍ — їч: 


ae 


[е 


"Ls 
LN ቬጅ, 










ы 


SOMETHING DESCENDS. THE HOUSE SHAK: У | 
| | «(RP SHAKES AND VIBRATES AS THOLIGH BATTERED a; 
GOBLIN WIND. TERED ВУ А 


ን ግ 2 ПЕЕ ш == й Эх gru) መመመ ТЭГ 


| WITHIN, ALL LIGHTS HAVE DIED. THERE (6, ONL THE 
| ሖ/ፎፎሃ GLOW WITHOUT... PLLSING, ያ መሩ 









^. “YOU CAN'T - 
መመ HAVE німі 
; YOU CAN'T- 


ኣሜ 
^. 





BUT THEN... 
| JJLL/JAW'S HOUSE 


ኣካ ነ : 
፡ እ ኣዊ. 


ы 
Ч, н M. 
A ቺ | ' 
| ы 
ነ 50 | | 
| + . 
ғы 
L AN A ч / : ኣ 
; ' i 
на EL ^ 
ኣኣ \ | | 
А ? 


ነ Ч . 
| хе 
| 1 ነ ኣነ ON N 
11 ъа" A M M 
i л AM DA ኣኻ 


\ 


Ч ኒ ” 


“! 
ኒግ 


кк 
2 ТШ 


EVERY DAY W / š 
MEET መመ | E 2 а 
CONVEMENCES, ЕТ 

ASSAULT 

FORCE... 


4 


FINALLY, 
ULTIMATELY. 
MUST os. 


SKDN 722% 


ИД LONG MINUTES HAVE | | | °° ENO HER 
А PASSED BEFORE > GONE, 
IAN KEAL/AZES...| 





CALIFORNIA. GOLDSTONE RADIOTELESCOPE STATION I4, INTENT TECHNICIA 'S | Z7 CHECK THE 
ARE LISTENING TO THE SKY... АМО LISTENING IN FRUSTRATION . Î READOUT. МЕ | 
: ызды = |) GET 72/5 SET ВЕ 


STILL THE SAME | J АСАУ 
PATTERN, PROFESSOR F Ес | өв ааш ш 


SAME CRAZY 
ARRANGEMENT 
OF RAPID PLILSE 
_ SIGNALS. 





--ТНЕМ AN ENTIRELY 

NEW BATCH, THEY | | | 
‚ DON'T RELATE ОК--! TOO FAST. NO ONE HEARS 
P LACOMBE © TRANSLATOR. 
DEFINITELY — ——— | 
NOT GALACTIC 
COORDINATES--7 


| CONJECTURES ARE FLYING х ሩሙ ያ 2 


| “бу? J 


LAUGHLIN! 
W- WHAT-- 2 





WAS PAID ТО READ 1| BUT IN A PROTECT EASY!" 21 IF OUR CARTOGRAPHER) 
£ THOSE FIRST Д CONCERNED WITH THE / У |. FRIEND IS Q/GHT-- хав, 4 

NUMBERS - - : COSMOS, WORLD MAPS 7 OE — o, 
= шэ-эн дег HARD TO COME ВУ ~ ` 


7 --[ፐው WORTH 
ALOT MORE 
THAN THAT 7 





1 ү L ош” 
| 3 1 
1 ж ГЫЙ 
f 
11 | = У 
i12 
j 
# ነ 
} | 
+ Ч 
№ L 








DAX AIR FORCE BASE. А HEARING 
| /S IN PROGRESS ON RECENT LEO 


SIGHTINGS... | < 

- - | SOMETHING 5 
КОУ NEARY MAJOR, GOING ON / 
I DON'T KNOW WHAT | WE DESERVE 
L SAW, BUT IT WAS ~ AN ANG WER. 

REAL, DAMMIT... AND — 

IT COST ME МУ JOAB. 


/--SEQIIOIA NATIONAL PARK, 
„ NINETEEN АМ FIFTY-ONE. 


ሥጋ ү? Р 
i 21 |" 
ሥ/ 48% 

- 1% 

































НАР А FOOT | 
ON IM THAT... 



















--INSTEAD OF А 
PEWTER PLATE 
SAILED BY MY 


THINK YOU SAW, 
МЕ, NEARY. AS 

EVERYONE EARLIER 
THOUGHT THIS WAS 


L WISH WE AAD ONE, MR. NEARY. IE THE 
EVIOENCE IN THESE SIGHTINGS EVER 
| STOOP UP THEN WE COULD ТАКЕ 
THEM ሬይፎ/ጋረ/ረሃ' AND INVESTIGATI 












“መው መ 


{WE ARE THE Ч 
EVIDENCE / 
WE SAW--/ 






SIGHTED 

MIGHT BE REAL / WE DON'T 

KNOW THE TRUTH. WE WON'T 
TELL YOU WE СО. 















WE'D ALL LIKE TO BELIEVE 

IN THESE THINGS, MAKES 

OUR LIVES MORE FN... 

МИА MAYBE PROVIDES AN EASY 
у < P. ANSWER TO оце. PROBLEMS. 


` LOOK, YOU'RE NOT GOING ТО 
FOOL ME BY AGREEING 
WITH ME AND ==; 













መ 
= 






4 
= 






| THIS IS GETTING юэ | 
A\ VERY EMBARASSING. } || 


p 22 












x 


Нийгата m. ДА ዴዳ — 





7 LIKE THE WOMAN 9 
፪፪ WHO BLAMES ALL Ж 

ው THIS FOR HER <i 
FOLIR.-YEAR OLD ВОУ 5 


ምጋ А DISAPOEARANCE... Ж 
Ea. 




























ROY, THOSE OTHER 
|» PEOPLE WERE OVER THE 
EDGE... ON THEIR WAY 

TO THE ROCKS BELOW, 








Вит THE ATTENTION OF THE AiR FORCE 
SPOKESMAN HAS MOWED FROM ROY 
NEARY ТО OTHERS. /T DOES NOT 


YE Ер, 
























STANDING UP 
WITH THEM 
SEEMS A PRETTY 
STRANGE WAY 
ТО PROVE = =! 


THERE WERE — < 
TV CAMERAS, LL „7 в 
ROY... CAPTURING UÈ 
EACH AORTIFYING 2 > 











SECOND FOR 
EYEWITNESS 


1 š 














LA ነ 


p RONNIE, 





LOOK AT 
JILLIAN / А 







TELL US AGA/A/ 7,4 
ABOUT THE CLOUDS № 

AND THE LIGHTS, ДА 1 
MRS. GUILER / 


















жеу” SHE CAN'T POSSIBLY 
HEY, HEAR YOU ABOVE 
JILLIAN / 
. I 






ғын % 
ክ 





THAT тож. 
LETS GO HOME, ) _ 





FILL IAN би ЕК БА NEMAN ኤል: AND WITH EACH DAY HER TOOLING ና ራር INS MISSING. 
ይ” > EI | 








| -e THAT OBSESSION GROWS. 


| PRANING ON SKILLS THE 

DEMANDS OF BEING JE 

| PARENT FORCED HE 

Ш NEGLECT, SHE PAINTS, 

ДА SHE SKETCHES, ONE 

EN SUBTECT. OVER ANP OVER., | 
AGAIN AND AGAIN. 









АЕ 
тий 
h ана киви 
ПІПТІІГІТІТІТІТТІІ 
ПОРОДА АН РА 
ШИ, 
ТЕТЕ 
И 
ШИ! 


! የ | 
ІНШІ 
|| | 
|” E TE M B B g 


ГІ 
“МИН ШП 
! 
|| 
|||) 
|| ||| | 
1 ЇЇЇ! 


TIBET 
| || 
||| 

ПР 
Ут АИ РИМ 


| Mee NWHILE, А 
|| CARAVAN HAS 
BEGUN TO ROLL... 










ы ин ert 





(| 275 PURPOSE / SECRET, Ав 
И 75 775 DESTINATION. AND МЭТ 







TW ከመም 1. 1 EVEN PROFESSOR LACOMBE 
Ка шил y | /5 CERTAIN ДЕ IT MOVES 
228, Ри TOWARD А BEGINNING res 
OR AN END. 






UH... SURE. Эр Зу 
| POTATOES. Д É 





MUNCIE. ROY NEARY, DEEP /N THOUGHT, 5 HUMMING A SONC 
SLUNG BY A CARTOON CRICKET IN A MOVIE HE LOVES VERY MUCH. 


VADDY'S NOT AOLITE. SILVIA ,,, STOP IT. 
HE 5 STARIN" AGAIN. BRAD, PASS YOUR 

те NOT FOLITE TO | FATHER THE MASHED 
STARE. POTATOES, _ 



























| ІШ [ | vl T 








uu 





x У CAN'T 
Tow HAN 

— DINNER 
WITHOUT 


o^. | 





(STILL NOT | | UH... БУ NOW, YOU'VE NOTICED 
RIGHT. | GOME THING A LITTLE... 
GOTTA BE | FUNNY ABOUT DAD - 
STEELER | >“ 


за 
BIGGER... 
HIGHER... 


l-ITS JUST ТНАТ,.. 


' ALL THIS MEANS 
SOMETHING. | 
ONLY... L DON'T / 


` BUT I'VE 





7 Ша" 

T !! 5 2 

з (Есу NEARY BEGINS TO 
м CY. TI” А LONG TIME 
W зеджое HE САМ STOP 





1 “^^” 4 В / ШУУ ጋ вит RONNIE HAS HOPES 
/ A РАД FOR THE NEW DAY. 





Л NIGHT FOR 
THE NEARY 
FAMILY. «+ 





г? = № i ` - 
Ало RONNIE NEARY 6 HOPES... 





/ FIGHTING THIS 15 MAKING 
ME CRAZY, ALL I REALLY 
NEED IS TO SEE IT ,. ай 

THROUGH. THAT Mme 
x AND- – | 











BUT ITS 
REALLY OKAY, |" 
ОММЕ 7 „ 





Жы 8 ROY! CAN'T YOU 
SEE THIS /ሬ 
DESTROYING . 


^ IM TAKING 
THE KIDS TOC 
MY SISTER'S 
HOUSE! / 


THATS CRAZY/ 
YOU'RE 
NOT EVEN 
PRESSED! 
















OH, GOD! 
MRS. НАКЕ, WE 


7A 


= 
- = የዋ 4 
"Е Y Ё 
Е ነሩ ትተጉ 





5. THATS WHAT 7 = 
eS \ THAT'S имат?) — 


` + "T 

EN МУ WSs wass... 
; Ч NN S чь ~ ላ መዴ 

у ا‎ и x: 





TO SEE YOU 
КЕМ AWAY IN > = Е 22 
— > ---4 | STAND АМУ OF THIS / JN 


ROY NEAR 


ЗК 1 













Tri DONE. THE THING 
THAT AAS COST И 
ALL НЕ HOLOS DEAR, 
AND PERHAPS, HIS 
SAN/7 Y AS WELL. 


IME S TOC TIRED 72 


HATE IT, TOC NUMB 
TO DRAW SATISFACTION 
FROM IT. 













= — — -тт- W 
Ë ES i ያ вю“, | 1 
Ач 'ዝ а + Ч 
Y * Л z “к ка а | 
fx | 4 | 1 1 
ች n. 4 š ñ Ё 


NOW. HE STUDIES IT FOR HOURS, 
MAKES MINOR ADJLIGTMENTS , 
AND WA/TS FOR A MOMENT OF 
ENLIGHTMENT THAT NEVEZ 
SEEMS 72 COME. 


E 5, Е 
P F r 
ји — y 
ара a 
= = 

+ 


| መ” 7 


i Sd ጭሪ 4 መቻ, ¢ / 
a m ЕЈ M %/ У й 





„„ЕХСЕРТ FOR GHOST-\O/ICES 
ОМА FLICKERING TELEVISION 


SET. | | 
== ,,, NEWS TONIGHT, 
RAIL. DISASTER / · 


ди --МЕАК HERE, 
EP DEVIL'S TOWER, $ 
в, WYOMING. 


= Е = 
ik Е. Ü 
КЛ | ща - 
Ë, (he ^. 


№... ОМ THE SCENE, WHERE 
û A FULL SCALE £VACL/AT/ON 
; 15 UNDERWAY. | 








| P-DEVIL S 
TONER...7 


DRAWING АМО FAINTING 
SUDDENLY MAKE SENSE... 


m: 
— 
= 


алаи 


THE EXCITEMENT SHE FEELS CRIES 
AN OUT TO BE SHARED. ONLY ONE № 
~ POSS/BLE NAME OCCURS TO ሥፎፎ..› | 


аа, 





THE CAR (5 RENTED. 
ТО REACH THE ROALD 
IT NOW TRAVELS, /ፖ 
HAS COME THROUGH 
TWO BARBED WIRE 
FENCES AND A WOODEN 
BARRICADE ... | 


ACCORDING TO THE 

RADIO, G-M NERVE | 
GAS IS COLORLESS B 
AND OPORLESS. Ж 








I KNOW. BUT THAT 
EVACUATION BACK IM 
RELIANCE WAS 
DEFINITELY REAL 
AND-- 













Roy / 
THOSE 
| ANIMALS -- 





| TO REACH ту SAME POINT. 
T5 PASSENGERS HAVE 
"COME THROUGH MUCH, тиснү2 


JILLIAN, ኸዝሬ WHOLE | 
THING HAS То ВЕ 
А BIG PLIT-ON f 


ITS A PERFECT WAY | 
TO SCARE EVERY— A 
ONE OFF FROM 
WHATEVER 
THEY'RE PG 
‚ OUT HERE / 





FOR А TIME THEY 
RIDE IN SILENCE, 
EACH BREATH 
EXAGGERATED 
FROM WITHIN m 
THEIR MASKS. [ЕЛЕН 


ЕОУ/ WE'VE 
BEEN шаг. 
SPOTTED! 






DON'T WORRY! 
I'LL LOSE THEM IN 
THE TREES DOWN / 
THIS DIRT ROAD 

AND - - 





f=- AND IF YOU HADN'T RUN INTO OUR ROAD BLOCK, 
MR. NEARY, YOU MIGHT NOT BE ALIVE TO НАМЕ 
THIS CONVERSATION - 


WHO ARE YOU PEOPLE 7 
WHY DIP YOUR SOLDIERS 
|. IN THE TINFOIL sums 
„еко ME 25. THIS 


WHAT CIC 
THEY DO . 


г SHES IN NO 
DANGER / BUT 
| TIME Іс SHORT, 
AND PROFESSOR 
LACOMBE HERE 
NEEDS ANSWERS. 


--AND STEP 
OUT THAT 
DOOR. 
















WHY DID YOU AND 
YOUR COMPANION 
RISK EXPOSING 


WHAT MAKES 
| YOL SAY 
THERES THAT 2 














YOURSELVES-~/ | NOTHING መመ | 
TOXINS | ДА | THE АЕ! < ር ж. MAKE 
IN THE Јак 2232 | ^ я МЕ А 
„АВ? h жа? 37. LIAR, 

| | 23 M'SIELI 





NEARY-- 


#1 У 














D You FELT COMPELLED TO COME HERE > 
PERHAPS AFTER А... CLOSE ENCOUNTER Ë 
WITH PANE THIN? vee UNUSUAL ፖ % 


OKAY. ТМ HUMAN. Г 
HAVE POLSTS. BUT 
YOU'VE МО RIGHT 
TO MAKE PEOPLE 
CRAZY. 29 


-- BEFORE 


| 7 YES f Т WANTED-- 

| I HAD -- TO FIND | 
THE ANSWER / 

А THAT'S NOT 

ГА CRAZY, [9 ТГ 





IF THS YW 
IS ALL 46 
СЕ ИМ RT 


|” = | 

[муну DID I Ч 
KNOW EVERY 
DETAIL OF ы: 

THAT MOLIN- ЧИН 


ШЕ NO, M'ZIELI 
№ NEARY, ITS 
| NOT. IN FACT, 
І ЕМУУ 
YOL. 








/ YOU ФАУ THEY'RE 
ÁLL '/NVITED ‘.. ` MN 
BUT THEY'RE SURE NOT ANN 
AUTHORIZED / 


AND PERHAPS /7 15 THAT FEELING 
WHICH BRINGS LACOMBE TOA 
c ONE де CN TATION š 


/ YOU CANNOT TURN нил ҮШ E 
AND THE OTHERS AWAY. Ж М4 
THESE PEOPLE ARE ሬም” КИ | HAVING |" 
| SPECIAL, lagi Зе መ c up T CULTISTS OR | || 
я | FANATICS |, 

SUBVERT 


THE - 
| PROJECT-- 


THEY'RE А 

SECURITY 
| PROBLEM, 
\ PROFESSOR. 


AND ON ТА сіре 
ОР DEVIL'S TOWER, 
መ. THEY'RE MY : 
RESPONSIBILITY! , 








ROY! THEY ЕЕ 
SENDING US BACK / 
THERE ARE BL/SES 

WAITING አ. 
RELIANCE / 














| | | NOTHING'S 

| AND ROY NEARY | WRONG 
WITH THE 

А. NOTHING. 


“THERES GOT 
72 ВЕ MORE 


THAN ҮМ/5... MAKES THE 


DECISION TO 





= 


HESITANTLY, HE 
TAKES THE 
HARDEST 

BREATH OF H5 № 


Bur 
WHATEVER 
COMPELLED 


FAILS THEM 
NOW... 





га WITH TWO EXCEPTIONS. 


ድ 






4 

ITS BETTER Ч 

THAN THE AIR | 
| አ ረጋጩ . 
ANGLES! 
„= | 








AND WATCHING | 
| EROM THE WINDOW 
OF 7HE SECURITY 
ЕЕЕ... 


A TIME ЕСЕ НІКІ E АЛ 
А INTROLPUCTIONS--/ | FOR BEYOND THE 3 

2 — | | | TREES SLIRROLINDING 
BUT TM | | THE САМЕ... 





TREES 
LARRY / 


| | 
ч | 
= гащи | 










CLAUDE 
LACOMBE 
SMILES! 








ም THIS 15 THE HARD PART. 
BUT THERE'S А BOX CANYON 
ON THE OTHER SIDE. IT’S 

RIMMED WITH HIKING 

_ TRAILS « 










Man, 2 (2277) SHOULD NEVER » 222 
ы. HAVE GIVEN UP (PUFF) JOGG/NG / Bixee 


NONE OF MY POCDLES Vl 
OF THIS PLACE (2072) 
PREPARED ME FOR 







NEXT TIME , 
TRY | 
SCULPTURE ., 


а 
=т=т. LK. = 












NAME OF መሙ መ - ~ 
| SE CURIT™ — መ” хас 


a ያሙ 
ч ) 
i ғ 
= ا‎ 
ፍር መ yr 
са P 
Lm. илла s 
esc ር 
ВЕ a =, moe 






















-ТФО LATE FOR 
GROUND TROOPS! 
WE'LL HAVE TO 

PUST ЕМ OFF 


С МОМ LARRY! THOSE .ፊ% " со AHEAD. ነ 
1 ARE CHOPPERS COMING! Гы. (Ри) TRY | 
` THEY'LL SPOT YOU! || _ТОкЕБР'ЕМ | 
iL : | (Puff) BUSY. 4 










THAT SLOPE 2” ен : а ae < 
WITH £ Z-Z / wt, * v ፖረ መ 









x Ш’ DON'T (6229) 
THINK Т САМ 





LARRY BUTLER 
STANDS ANC 
BRUSHES 
HIMSELF OFF... 


WIS ONLY ANSWER /с THE HISSING OF SMOKE OR GAS BEING RELEASED... 


ARRY 9 DOWN NOS Г UE // ` SEE! I TOLD 
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Some last words, thoughts 


, and background information 


И За" 
on doing Ше 


comics adaptation of Close Encounters 


n people pontificate about comics 
—and, believe it or not, some people 
do —there’s often a good deal of talk about 
‘cinematic technique’ and elaborate com- 
parisons are made between the work of the 
comic book artist and that of the film direc- 
tor. It gets just a bit heady at times, but 
nonetheless it’s still interesting because 
there’s more than a Small amount of truth in 
it. Flip through the pages of this book and 
you'll find jump cuts, reaction shots, fade- 
outs; a veritable catalogue of filmmaking 
expertise. However, as editor and writer of 
this adaptation of STEVEN SPIELBERG's 
movie blockbuster, the thing 1 found most 
interesting was the difference between com- 
ics and film. 

To begin with, we don't have sound. We 
do have narrative captions, dialogue bal- 
loons, and sound effects (You know, 
KRAKWAM, МОР WUE, etc.). For some 
movies that would be enough. For some 
movies that would even be a blessmg. But 
for CLOSE ENCOUNTERS it's a major 
loss. No amount of onomatopoeia (That's 
Webster's Dictionary for KRAKWAM, 
WUP WUB etc.) can take the place of the 
Dolby stereo system registering the sound of 
a UFO passing overhead. And all the adjec- 
tives 1 can shake out of my Rogets 
Thesaurus can't compare with JOHN WIL.- 
LIAMS' beautifully integrated musical 
score when it comes to awe and wonder. 

Fortunately, we had two very fine illus- 
trators on the project. WALT SIMONSON, 
who paced and laid out the adaptation in 
pencil form, and KLAUS JANSON, whose 
abilities with pen, brush, and ink brought it 
all to a richly detailed finish (though he may 
have ODed forever on starry skies in the 
process). Walt, a graduate of Rhode Island 
School of Design and an Academy of Comic 
Book Arts award winner, came up with the 
idea of varying the page and panel size ac- 
cording to the impact desired and actually 
letting some drawings run off the page in the 
peak scenes thereby giving us à visual 
equivalent of the soundtrack's dramatic 
punch. Klaus, who entered the field as ap- 
prentice to top illustrator DICK GIOR- 
DANO and who, in the last five years, has 
built up a large fan following and formida- 
ble professional reputation, devised a wide 
range of line rendering techniques to simu- 
late the film's elaborate reflected light ef- 
fects and left the whole office speechless 
with the dazzling finish he brought to Walt's 
impressive version of the mother ship. 

In deciding what scenes to include or 


drop, expand or condense, we were guided 
by what seemed to work best in terms of 
visual dramatics and yet still conveyed the 
overall intent and feeling of the original 
within the limited number of pages available 
to us. Comic book visuals generally revolve 
around key movements or key dramatics; 
catching an action or emotion at its very 
peak. At 24 frames per second — as opposed 
to a comic's six or seven frames per page — 
film can show many movements and dra- 
matic shadings 18 an incredibly short 
amount of time. A movie screen is also 
huge; an image twenty feet or more tall can 
convey a flicker of emotion or the subtlest of 
movements without difficulty. On the other 
hand, movies, being photographs, project 
an image of realism and require a more 
realistic logic in their staging than comics, 
which are more stylized. 


For instance: Spielberg, in collaboration 
with RICHARD DREYFUSS’ intensity as 
an actor, 15 able to convey 8 large amount 
about Roy Neary, his warmth and humor, his 
relationship with his family, tn the very 
short scene that introduces him, Comics 
need more time. We went back to the origi- 
nal script, which had a longer version of the 
same scene, and used that. The extra panels 
and what happens in them help us establish 
familiarity with the character and build in- 
terest in him. Conversely, in handling 
another scene, the comics version 15 far 
shorter, In the movie, when Roy and Jillian 
are driving through the evacuated area and 
spot the apparently dead animals, we see 
them reassure each other that it’s all fake, 
then pause, and then simultaneously begin 
pulling their gas masks from their bags and 
rapidly and awkwardly putting them on. It 
plays well and gets a good laugh. But to 
handle it exactly that way in the comic 
would have taken almost a page and, be- 
cause it would be stretched out to a greater 
length than the importance of the joke jus- 
tified, it would't have been funny. Instead, 
Walt managed to do it in just rwo small 
panels: an uneasy exchange of glances and 
— роот — the masks are on. The very 
abruptness makes the joke work (И also 
made my job simple; no dialogue was neces- 
sary. Probably the best two panels I wrote). 


Of course, all the reasons for differences 
between comic and film aren't quite so 
esoteric, CLOSE ENCOUNTERS was pro- 
duced in secrecy and that secrecy was 
tightly maintained until its release and even 
for a time after that. If you've seen the film, 


it becomes understandable. Too much ad- 
vance publicity might have undercut its 
power and emotional impact (to say nothing 
of leaving the dogr open for quickie imita- 
tions, which Steven Spielberg 15 on record 
as having feared). That same secrecy af- 
fected us as well. The book, begun some 
ише before the movie opened, had to be 
done without photographic reference, work- 
ing only from the shooting script and several 
viewings of a promotional film clip. We also 
were committed to not showing the aliens in 
any detail, Another restriction — one fairly 
standard with comics adaptations of movies 
— was that we not do likenesses of the 
actors. After CLOSE ENCOUNTERS was 
released and Walt, Klaus, and | saw it, we 
were able to go back and make adjustments 
in the material, and fortunately for our al- 
ready strained printing schedule, no major 
changes were necessary. 

At this writing, the comic 1s almost com- 
plete. MARIE SEVERIN, a very talented 
artist in her own right and Marvel's art direc- 
tor besides, is about to finish. adding the 
book's final dimension: it's color. Then, it 
will be off to the engraver and printer and 
finally, out to you, By the time you are 
reading this, CLOSE ENCOUNTERS OF 
THE THIRD KIND will probably be one of 
the most seen films of all time. We hope the 
excitement and pleasure we felt while doing 
this book comes across to you. In any event, 
we'd like to hear from you about it. If you're 
so inclined, drop us a line at: 


CLOSE ENCOUNTERS 
Marvel Comics Group 
575 Madison Avenue 
New York, New York 10022 
We'll be waiting. It's always nice to know 
... We are not alone. | 
ARCHIE GOODWIN, Editor 


Beyond those whose names appear on 
page one of this book, a number of others 
made considerable contributions, each in 
their own way. In more or less alphabetical 
order, they are: Sol Brodsky, David Cohen, 
Danny Crespi, Alice Donenfeld, Jo Duffy, 
Davida Lichter-Dale, Bob Marczak, Jim 
Novak, John Romita Jr, Stu Schwarrtzberg, 
Jim Shooter, Roger Slifer, Roger Stern, John 
Tartaglione, Andy Yanchus, and the Mighty 
Marvel Bullpen. Also thanks to Vincent 
Alati, Les Borden, and all the folks at Co- 
lumbia Pictures Merchandising without 
whose cooperation this entire magazine 
would have been illegal. 
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